Hebrew Date: 11th of Nissan 5781

3/24/2021

Why the Anti-nomian movement in
Evangelicalism wants to abolish James
Proverbs 18:13

H

The permissive grace movement which is simply branches from
the noxious weed Martin Luther called Anti-nomianism (anti-law)
despise the book of James because it is too “works” centered.
They complain that James does not stress salvation by faith in
Christ and is not evangelical enough. They contend that James
contradicts Paul's teaching on grace. He doesn’t. He contradicts
only their misbegotten interpretations of grace. Here are some
of the verses that irritate those in the permissive grace
movement.

We have many proponents of permissive grace in our area who
go so far as to claim that repentance is salvation by works.
They even deny water baptism as commanded by our Lord in the
great commission. That too is not of grace but is works they say.
(PERMISSIVE GRACE CONDEMNED BY IRWIN LUTZER CLICK HERE)

They do not like that James points out that devils have so
strong a belief in God that they tremble at his name however
they are still devils. It takes more than saying you believe- you
have to back up that faith with works or your faith is not
authentic. Faith without works James says is dead!
James does not contradict Paul in this. In his great summary of
the Gospel and grace Paul writes in Ephesians 2:8 “For by grace
are ye saved through faith, it is a gift of God not of works lest
any man should boast”.
boast”. Then lest people like the permissive
grace movement should pervert the doctrine of Grace Paul goes
on in the very next verse to explain that good works prove that
faith saying, “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus unto good works.”
I cannot understand how the permissive grace movement can so
misinterpret the writings of Paul. When Paul preached on Mars
hill he was warning his hearers of the great sin of idolatry v.29
and called them to repent of that sin. He said, Acts 17:30 And
the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth
all men every where to repent:

31 Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge
the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained;
whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath
raised him from the dead.”
Here Paul warns the unsaved by identifying their sin, calling
them to turn from sin to righteousness lest they face the
judgment seat of Christ. They could not profess Christ and
continue in their idolatry it is one or the other. No permissive
grace. Repentance meant turning from idols.
Further in Acts 26 when Paul is on trial before King Agrippa he
preaches salvation by faith and repentance proven by works.
Acts 26:20…. “that they should repent and turn to God, and do
works meet for repentance.”

Click this link For more on what repentance means go to
devotional on Repentance
The permissive grace movement likes to claim that repentance
simply means to turn from unbelief to belief. The Bible defines
repentance as turning from transgressing the law.

Ezekiel 18:30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel,
every one according to his ways, saith the Lord GOD. Repent,
and turn yourselves from all your transgressions;
transgressions; so iniquity shall
not be your ruin.
And the New Testament tells us that sin is the transgression of
the law...1 John 3:4 Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth
also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.
Unlike the permissive grace clan, the Bible teaches what
everyone really knows is true deep in their hearts that
repentance means godly sorrow for one’s sins and turning from
committing those sins. This is a work of grace and the Holy
Spirit to bring sinners to true faith.
The Apostle Paul also makes it very clear that if you are living in
such sin you cannot consider your salvation secure in fact he
lists a multitude of transgressions that if you have not turned
from you will not go to heaven.
Galatians 5:19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which
are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,

20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath,
strife, seditions, heresies, 21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness,
revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have
also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall
not inherit the kingdom of God.
Paul is agreeing with James in the strongest of terms! Faith
without works is dead! It is not repentance if you continue in
any of these sins.
All of this is not to say that we are saved by keeping the
commandments. Repentance is a work of the wonderful grace of
God to bring us to salvation through faith.
When God calls the sinner through the preaching of the cross,
the Holy Spirit convicts the sinner’s soul bringing him to the
realization that he needs forgiveness and grace.

THE PURPOSE OF THE BOOK OF JAMES

The purpose of the book of James is to prepare the young
church for persecution and trials. It is a letter sent to all of the
churches and Christian synagogues at that time to instruct them
in proper conduct and attitudes as a church but also as
individual believers. It’s purpose is not evangelical as it is being
sent to instruct those who already profess faith and are in
fellowship with a congregation.

